[Recent views on the pathogenesis of cardiovascular damage associated with rheumatoid arthritis].
Cardiovascular disease is the commonest cause of premature mortality in rheumatoid arthritis and several data have shown that rheumatoid arthritis is an independent risk factor for the development of atherosclerotic disease. In last years it has become evident that atherosclerosis is an immune-mediated inflammatory disorder sharing a number of pathogenic features with rheumatoid arthritis. It is conceivable, therefore, that chronically raised concentrations of proinflammatory cytokines and pathological immune response characterizing rheumatoid arthritis may play a key role in inducing acceleration of atherosclerotic processes and, consequently, in the development of cardiovascular disease in these patients.